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Stories of hope in the cost of
living crisis: Impact Report 2022

Local churches continue to provide the one thing we all need: hope
Thanks to your support, CUF is here to serve them

Dear <<First Name>>

This year, I’ve been reflecting on the role we’ve played in mobilising faith based
social action that has transformed lives, including the development of Growing
Good, Places of Welcome, and the Together Network.
 
This progress is the result of 35 years’ experience listening to and serving local
churches, which has led to innovative and sustainable ways to respond to local
need.

In 2022, the cost-of-living crisis has only heightened the unprecedented
challenges we faced in 2021, pushing more people into financial distress, poor
physical and mental health, and loneliness. But local churches and generous
volunteers have continued to inspire us with their resilience and creativity,
providing practical support as well as love and care.

In 2022, we continued our work building and mobilising a national movement of
faith-based partners working together to serve local people and organisations
who know their communities best. We equipped people to make a bigger
difference in their community through leadingmhigh impact programmes.
And we amplified local voices, speaking out to influence policy and decision
makers.
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However, we know we have much more to do. As we enter the second year of
our new strategy, we will build on this progress, but also adapt our approach to
respond to the needs of local people and churches.

At CUF, we remain committed to equipping local churches to serve, lead, and
speak.

As Christians, we know the value of community and fellowship. We know that
we need each other to really flourish. We have all been given different gifts for
this purpose: to serve others as Jesus did. Church communities allow us to love
one another, walk in fellowship with one another, bear each other’s burdens,
and grow to serve our world together.

As local churches across England serve and care for people in need, we must
continue to stand with them.

The world remains a complex and
unjust place for too many people.
But, as is shown through the stories
in this report, it doesn’t have to be
that way.

We have hope.
Andrew Barnett OBE, Chair

A message of hope from
Peter Smith
Working to develop something
together rather than imposing
something from above

Hopeful new beginnings
Supporting Christian projects that
help refugees arriving in England
from Ukraine and Afghanistan
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Serving hope
"The need for people to feel valued
is just as important as offering them
hot soup."
Kath, Places of Welcome

Hope brings us together
Developing young leaders to act as
positive role models in their
communities and become future
changemakers

A visible and present hope
Supporting churches to reconnect
with their communities, celebrate
their impact, and respond to needs
around them

Partnerships of hope
What it means to put one’s faith into
practice and to serve the common
good

Hope for the future
Providing children with the
opportunity to save and learn more
about the value of money
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Our vision of hope
The Revd Adam Edwards, Acting
Group CEO, looks to the future

Our reach in 2022
Near Neighbours, Catalyst, Just
Finance Foundation, Fundraising

Our reach in 2022
Grants, Together Network, Places of
Welcome, Growing Good
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